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PROCEEDINGS OF THE EIGHTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING 
SARA R. MORRIS, SECRETARY 

 
 The eighty-fifth annual meeting of the Wilson Ornithological Society was held Thursday, 
22 April, through Sunday, 25 April, 2004, in Ithaca, New York, in joint session with the 
Association of Field Ornithologists.  The meeting was hosted by the Cornell Laboratory of 
Ornithology.  Scott Sutcliff chaired the local committee, which also included Linda Minde, 
Diane Tessaglia-Hymes, Phyllis Dague, and many members of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
staff. 
 The Council met from 13:00 to 17:15 on Thursday, 22 April in the Fuertes Room of the 
Johnson Center for Birds and Biodiversity at the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology.  That 
evening there was a wine and cheese reception for conferees in the Morgens Observatory at the 
Johnson Center.  Members of the Cayuga Bird Club led early morning bird walks at Sapsucker 
Woods. 
 On Friday, 23 April, Scott Sutcliffe, Chair of the Local Committee and President of the 
Association of Field Ornithologists welcomed guests to Multipurpose Room of the Appel 
Commons on the Cornell University campus.  After his announcements about recent bird sitings 
and other local information, Doris Watt made several additional announcements about student 
awards.  Charles Blem, President of the Wilson Ornithological Society, welcomed conferees and 
thanked the local committee.  Scott Sutcliffe introduced Jed Burtt, who provided background on 
Margaret Morse Nice and introduced Steve Emlen of Cornell University, who presented the 
eighth annual Margaret Morse Nice Plenary Lecture, “Birds ‘R’ Us: Chronicles of an Avian 
Anthropologist.”  Two concurrent paper sessions were presented in the Auditorium and the 
Multipurpose Room of the Robert Purcell Union throughout the remainder of the scientific 
program.  The scientific program included 59 contributed papers, organized into eight paper 
sessions, and 46 contributed posters in addition to the Nice lecture.   
 On Friday evening, conferees were invited to a reception, informal dinner, and tours at 
the Johnson Center for Birds and Biodiversity.  John Fitzpatrick, the Louis Agassiz Fuertes 
Director of the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, welcomed conferees to the inaugural year 
celebration of the new lab.  Director Fitzpatrick provided some background about the Johnson 
Center, indicating that the new lab was built to interpret and conserve the earth’s biological 
diversity and, specifically, as a temple to the magic of birds.
 Participants spent the morning of Saturday, 24 April, on field trips to Dryden Lake and 
surrounding areas, Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge, and Summerhill and the surrounding 
area including the Finger Lakes Land Trust’s Dorothy McIlroy Bird Sanctuary.  Saturday 
evening began with a cocktail hour among the posters in the First Floor Conference Room at the 
Robert Purcell Union.  The reception and poster session was followed by a joint members’ 
meeting for both societies in the Auditorium of the Purcell Union.   
 The annual banquet was hosted in the Trillium of Kennedy Hall.  After the dinner, Scott 
Sutcliff recapped the meeting and introduced Cecilia Riley, who announced the AFO student 
awards.  Then President Blem briefly addressed the conferees, thanked Scott for hosting the 
meeting, the members of the Cayuga Bird Club for their service, and the Scientific Program 
Committee for a successful meeting.  He thanked the retiring Members of Council for their 
service, welcomed the new Members of Council, and thanked all committee members for their 
hard work.  At that time the awards and commendations that follow were presented by Leann 
Blem (Travel Awards and Student Research Awards), John Smallwood (Edward’s Prize), Jed 
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Burtt (Margaret Morse Nice Medal), and Doris Watt (Student Presentation Awards).  The 
meeting was adjourned by acclamation at 21:02.   

MARGARET MORSE NICE MEDAL  
(for the WOS plenary lecture) 

Dr. Stephen Emlen, “Birds ‘R’ Us: Chronicles of an avian anthropologist” 

EDWARD’S PRIZE  
(for the best major article in volume 115 of The Wilson Bulletin) 

Julie C. Hagelin, “ A field study of ornaments, body size, and mating behavior of the 
Gambel’s Quail.” Wilson Bull. 115 (3): 246–257. 

LOUIS AGASSIZ FUERTES AWARD  
Stéphanie M. Doucet, Auburn University, “Female choice and sexual ornamentation in 

lekking Long-tailed Manakins, Chiroxiphia linearis: do females choose good genes.”  

GEORGE A. HALL/HAROLD F. MAYFIELD AWARD 
(formerly the Margaret Morse Nice Award) 

Felicity Newell, Chatham College, “Comparison of success and habitat for the Wood Thrush 
and American Robin in Southwestern Pennsylvania.”   

PAUL A. STEWART AWARDS  
Shannon N. Bouton, University of Michigan, “The effect of multiple environmental stressors 

on the physiology, behavior and development of nestling Cliff Swallows.”  
Courtney Murdock, University of Michigan, “Resource levels, parasite load, and 

reproduction in a wild population of Mountain White-crowned sparrows (Zonotrichia 
leucophrys oriantha) in Western Colorado.”  

Dustin R. Rubenstein, Cornell University, “"Sexual conflict and extrapair paternity in the 
plural cooperatively breeding Superb Starling, Lamprotornis superbus.”  

Laura Henderson Spinney, Princeton University, “Hormonal mediation of alternative 
phenotypes in the White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis).”  

WILSON ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY TRAVEL AWARDS  
Jeremy E. Guinn of North Dakota State University, “Bald Eagle nesting habitat use and 

responses to human presence in Minnesota.” 
Emily Morse of Penn State Erie, “The roles of rank, state and seasonal considerations on 

foraging behavior in Black-capped Chickadees.”   
Valeria Ojeda of Universidad Nacional del Comahue in Argentina, “Breeding behavior of 

Magellanic Woodpeckers (Campephilus magellanicus) in Argentine Patagonia.”   
Michael Shepard of University of Wyoming, “Situation specific call use in Leach’s Storm 

Petrel (Oceanodroma leucorhoa).” 
Vinodkumar Saranathan of Ohio Wesleyan University, “Effect of solar ultra-violet radiation 

on feather-degrading bacteria.”   
Amy Schneider of Ohio Wesleyan University, “Does a shift in preen wax composition have 

antibacterial implications for breeding sandpipers?” 
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ALEXANDER WILSON PRIZE  
(for the best student paper) 

Dana M. Hawley of Cornell University, “The price of the pecking order: how dominance 
status mediates immunity in wintering House Finches (Carpodacus mexicanus).” 

LYNDS JONES PRIZE  
(for the best student poster) 

Rebecca Heiss of Binghamton University, “Mouth color and tail shape as an indicator of age 
in American Crows.”   

BEST UNDERGRADUATE PAPER AWARD 
(for the best student paper or poster by and undergraduate) 

Megan M. Szymanski of the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, “High lineage diversity and 
host sharing of malarial parasites in a local avian assemblage.” 

 
Selection committee for the Nice Medal—William E. Davis, Jr. (Chair), Charles R. Blem, James 
Rising, and Doris Watt; for the Edwards Prize—John Smallwood (chair), Karl Miller, and Doris 
Watt; for the Fuertes, Hall/Mayfield, and Stewart Awards—Leann Blem (chair), Charles Blem, 
Clait Braun, Dale Gawlik, Dale Kennedy, Dan Klem, David Podlesak, Craig Rudolph, and Doug 
White; for Wilson Ornithological Society Travel Awards— Leann Blem (chair); and for the 
Student Presentation Awards—Doris Watt (chair), Curt Adkisson, Bob Beason, Arla Hile, and 
Bridget J. M. Stutchbury.  
 

 
BUSINESS MEETING 

 
 President Charles Blem called the business meeting to order at 18:09 in the Auditorium 
of the Purcell Union at Cornell University.  He thanked Scott Sutcliffe for hosting the meeting.   
 Secretary Morris summarized the Council meeting on Thursday, April 22.  As of March 
31, 2004, the Wilson membership stood at 1857 including 163 students.  The Wilson 
membership represents 39 countries.  We also have 72 library subscriptions to the Wilson 
Bulletin.  As part of the OSNA report, Council learned of several Wilson members who have 
died since we last met, and Secretary Morris asked assembled members to stand while she read 
the following names: Dr. Walter J. Breckenridge (Minneapolis, MN), W. H. Carrick (Toronto, 
Ontario), Svein Haftorn (Klaebu, Norway), Wayne C. Harris (Swift Current, Saskatchewan), Ed 
N. Harrison (Camarillo, CA), Dr. Ned K. Johnson (Berkeley, CA), Dr Vincent C. Jones (Chevy 
Chase, MD), Henry C. Kyllingstad (New London, MN), Roxie C. Laybourne (Manassas, VA), 
Dr. Daniel L. Leedy (Silver Spring, MD), Dr Gordon C. Sauer (Kansas City, MO), Dr. Sally F. 
H. Spofford (Portal, AZ), and Alice E. Ulrich (Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario).  
 During the past year, the WOS received the William and Nancy Kamm bequest and has 
hired Howland Capital Management to manage the assets from their estate.  The distributions 
that we received from this estate have more than doubled the Society’s assets.  To comply with 
new accounting standards, the Society has chosen to have more than one person overseeing the 
financial operations, and thus the Council agreed to outsource accounting services.  Furthermore 
Council changed the investing trustees committee to the Finance/Audit/Investment Committee 
that will include the Board of Trustees, the President, and the Treasurer.  This committee will be 
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addressing potential conflicts of interest, investment policies, and other matters relating to the 
finances of the Society. 
 The Council reelected Jim Sedgwick as editor of The Wilson Bulletin for Volume 117.  
Council substantially increased the support of the editorial office, with the understanding that 
this increase would result in the publication of all 4 issues of volume 116 this calendar year, and 
thus get the journal back on publication schedule and continue the enhancement of the quality of 
the journal. 
 Council heard an update on the 2005 meeting, which will be hosted by the USGS 
Patuxent Wildlife Research Center and the Maryland Ornithological Society.  The meeting will 
be in conjunction with the Association of Field Ornithologists and will be held 21 – 24 April in 
either Bowie or Laurel, Maryland.  Council agreed to participate fully in the 2006 NAOC (North 
American Ornithological Conference).  There may be interest in having another smaller meeting 
in that same year. 
 Martha Vaughan presented the Treasurer’s Report and Jim Sedgwick presented the 
Editor’s Report.   
 Jerry Jackson presented the report of the Nominating Committee, which included 
William E. Davis, Jr., Danny J. Ingold, and Bette J. S. Jackson.  The committee recommended 
the following slate of candidates: President, Charles R. Blem; First Vice-President, Doris J. 
Watt; Second Vice-President, James D. Rising; Secretary, Sara R. Morris; Treasurer, Martha 
Vaughan; and Members of Council, Albert R. Buckelew (2004-2005), Timothy O'Connell 
(2004-2006), Robert Curry (2004-2007), Mary Bomberger Brown (2004-2007), and Jamie Hill 
(2004-2007).  President Blem thanked the nominating committee and asked for any nominations 
from the floor.  Hearing none, he accepted a motion to close nominations by John Kricher, 
seconded by Jed Burtt.  Chan Robbins moved that the Secretary cast a single ballot for the 
nominees, and Jed Burtt seconded the motion.  Secretary Morris cast the ballot, electing the 
officers and council members. 
 President Blem adjourned the meeting at 18:21 after a motion from Jerry Jackson, which 
Doris Watt seconded. 
 
 

COMMENDATION 
 
WHEREAS the Wilson Ornithological Society and the Association of Field Ornithologists 

helped celebrate the inaugural year of the Johnson Center by holding their annual 
meetings in Ithaca, New York, at Cornell University’s Laboratory of Ornithology; and  

 
RECOGNIZING that the Scientific Program Committee, consisting of Ted Davis, Ricky Dunn, 

Eduardo Iñigo-Elias, Linda Minde, Laura Stenzler, Jim Rising, Ken Rosenberg, and Scott 
Sutcliffe, provided an extensive and varied program of oral and poster presentations; and 

 
RECOGNIZING that the Committee on Local Arrangements, chaired by Scott Sutcliffe with 

extensive assistance by Linda Minde, arranged conference venues at the Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology and on the Cornell University main campus that fostered 
opportunities to attend a variety of presentations, to experience the many roles of the Lab 
of O including some in surround sound, and to enjoy numerous avian and culinary 
delights; and 
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Wilson Ornithological Society and the Association of 

Field Ornithologists commend the Scientific Program Committee, the Committee on 
Local Arrangements, especially Scott Sutcliffe and Linda Minde, and all others who 
helped to make this meeting at Cornell University a resounding success, and one that will 
serve as a benchmark for future meetings. 

 
 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
 

OPERATING BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2004 
Amended and Approved at Annual Meeting 22 April 2004 

      
 BUDGET  ACTUAL  BUDGET 
OPERATING REVENUE 2003  2003  2004 
Direct Public Support (Contributions) 1,500  1,193.00  1,200 
Memberships 32,000  45,816.00  46,000 
Subscriptions 23,000  16,616.00  17,000 
Page Charges 13,000  11,696.00  12,000 
Royalties 1,000  1,689.66  1,600 
BioOne Electronic Licensing 5,100  5,181.09  6,632 
Sale of Back Issues & Books (Van Tyne Library) 1,000  1,107.10  1,000 
Interest Income - Cash Accounts 1,000  116.89  0 
TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE 77,600  83,415.74  85,432 
      
OPERATING EXPENSES      
Research Grants and Awards 8,000  6,000.00  6,000 
Student Travel Grants 2,000  1,530.00  5,000 
Van Tyne Library - Student Salaries/Benefits 1,500  6,197.35  2,000 
Printing and Mailing Costs - Bulletin (Allen Press) 80,000  42,306.03  70,750 
Editor's Honorarium, Contract, Expenses (Vol.115) 20,000  9,035.87  595 
Editor's Honorarium, Contract, Expenses (Vol.116) 10,000  8,099.04  55,000 
OSNA Management Services 13,000  16,083.50  17,000 
OSNA Executive Director 3,000  3,857.00  4,000 
Storage Costs - Back Issues 550  2,064.70  2,000 
Membership Development 1,500  1,971.00  1,500 
Support - American Bird Conservancy 150  150.00  150 
Support - Ornithological Council 3,000  9,000.00  9,000 
Support - Ornithological Council Retreat 0  0.00  1,000 
Tax Preparation Fees 600  525.00  525 
Accounting Services 0  0.00  5,500 
Insurance Expenses 1,000  1,090.00  1,150 
General Expenses-Office,Postage,Copying,Bank Chrgs 1,500  631.74  1,000 
Travel Expenses-Ornith.Council,OSNA,NABC,Annl Mtgs 5,000  1,772.99  2,500 
Van Tyne Library Expenses 1,500  992.48  1,000 
Award Costs 1,000  750.00  800 
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 153,300   112,056.70   186,470 
      
EXCESS (DEFICIT) - OPERATING (75,700)  (28,640.96)  (101,038) 
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TOTAL INVESTMENT INCOME 55,500  146,706.21  65,340 
      
EXCESS (DEFICIT) INCLUDING INVESTMENTS (20,200)  118,065.25  (35,698) 
      
INVESTED BEQUEST-KLAMM ESTATE-HOWLAND MGT 0  1,233,084.12  0 
      
TOTAL EXCESS (DEFICIT) INCLUDING KLAMM BEQUEST (20,200)  1,351,149.37  (35,698) 
      

 
 

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES 
FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2003 

     
OPERATING REVENUE  ACTUAL
 Direct Public Support (Contributions) $ 1,193.00 
 Memberships  45,816.00 
 Subscriptions  16,616.00 
 Page Charges  11,696.00 
 Royalties  1,689.66 
 BioOne Electronic Licensing  5,181.09 
 Sale of Back Issues & Books (Van Tyne Library)  1,107.10 
 Interest Income - Cash Accounts  116.89 
  TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE $ 83,415.74 
     
OPERATING EXPENSES   
 PROGRAM SERVICES   
  Research Grants and Awards $ 6,000.00 
  Student Travel Grants  1,530.00 
  Van Tyne Library - Student Salaries/Benefits  6,197.35 
  Printing and Mailing Costs - Bulletin ( Allen Press)  42,306.03 
  Editorial Expenses (Vol.115)  9,035.87 
  Editorial Expenses (Vol.116)  8,099.04 
  OSNA Management Services  16,083.50 
  OSNA Executive Director  3,857.00 
  Storage Costs - Back Issues  2,064.70 
  Membership Development  1,971.00 
  Support -  American Bird Conservancy  150.00 
  Support - Ornithological Council  9,000.00 
  TOTAL PROGRAM SERVICES (95%) $ 106,294.49 
     
 SUPPORT SERVICES   
  Tax Preparation Fees $ 525.00 
  Insurance Expenses  1,090.00 
  General Expenses - Office, Postage, Copying, Bank Charges  631.74 
  Travel Expenses - Ornith.Council, OSNA, NABC, Annual Meetings  1,772.99 
  Van Tyne Library Expenses  992.48 
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  Award Costs  750.00 
  TOTAL SUPPORT SERVICES (5%) $ 5,762.21 
     
  TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES $ 112,056.70 
     
  EXCESS (DEFICIT) - OPERATING $ (28,640.96)
     
INVESTMENTS (Including Sutton Fund)   
  Realized Gain/Loss on Investments $ 37,845.32 
  Unrealized Gain/Loss on Investments  84,299.73 
  Investment Income - Dividends/Interest  25,863.50 
  Investment Fees/Taxes  (1,302.34)
  TOTAL INVESTMENT INCOME $ 146,706.21 
     
  TOTAL EXCESS (DEFICIT) INCLUDING INVESTMENTS $ 118,065.25 
     
INVESTED BEQUEST - KLAMM ESTATE - HOWLAND CAP.MGT   
  Bequest Distributions (Cash and Equities) $ 1,157,130.28 
  Realized Gain/Loss on Investments  (52,982.68)
  Unrealized Gain/Loss on Investments  122,012.76 
  Investment Income - Dividends/Interest  10,873.23 
  Investment Fees/Taxes  (3,949.47)
  TOTAL INCOME - KLAMM BEQUEST $ 1,233,084.12 
     
  TOTAL EXCESS (DEFICIT) INCLUDING KLAMM BEQUEST $ 1,351,149.37 

 
 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 
FISCAL YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2003 

      
ASSETS
      
Current Cash Assets     
 Merrill Lynch - Operating Cash $ 77,437.00    
 Comerica Checking - Van Tyne Account  684.40    
 University of Michigan - Van Tyne Account  149.53    
 Merrill Lynch - Cash Equivalents - Investments  19,658.58    
 Sutton Fund - Merrill Lynch -  Cash Equivalents  986.52    
 Howland Management - Cash Equivalents  89,033.50    
 Total Current Cash Assets   $ 187,949.53 
      
Investments     
 Merrill Lynch - Equities $ 606,390.00    
 Merrill Lynch - Corporate Bonds  126,968.00    
 Merrill Lynch - Mutual Funds  25,548.00    
 Sutton Fund - Merrill Lynch - Equities  118,620.00    
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 Sutton Fund - Merrill Lynch - Corporate Bonds  9,904.00    
 Howland Management - Equities  881,296.94    
 Howland Management - Fixed Income  262,753.68    
 Total Investments   $ 2,031,480.62 
      
TOTAL ASSETS   $ 2,219,430.15 
      
      
FUND BALANCES
      
Fund Balances - Beginning of Fiscal Year     
 Operating Cash Accounts $ 106,911.89    
 Investments - Merrill Lynch  655,985.00    
 Sutton Fund - Merrill Lynch  105,383.89    
 Klamm Fund - Howland Capital Management  0.00    
 Total Fund Balances -  Beginning of Year   $ 868,280.78 
      
Current Year Change in Fund Balances     
 Operating Cash Accounts $ (28,640.96)   
 Investments - Merrill Lynch  122,579.58    
 Sutton Fund - Merrill Lynch  24,126.63    
 Klamm Fund - Howland Capital Management  1,233,084.12    
 Total Current Year Change   $ 1,351,149.37 
      
Fund Balances - End of Fiscal Year     
 Operating Cash Accounts $ 78,270.93    
 Investments - Merrill Lynch  778,564.58    
 Sutton Fund - Merrill Lynch  129,510.52    
 Klamm Fund - Howland Capital Management  1,233,084.12    
      
TOTAL FUND BALANCES   $ 2,219,430.15 

Martha Vaughan, Treasurer 
 

EDITOR'S REPORT—2003 
 
Need Jim’s Report here.  I didn’t have it in electronic form, so I was hoping you could insert it. 
 
 Jim Sedgwick, Editor 
 
The reports of the standing committees are as follows: 

 
REPORT OF THE MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
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Current members of the WOS membership committee are Jim Ingold of Louisiana State 
University, Chair (LA), John Smallwood of Montclair State University (NJ), Robert Sargent, 
Robins AFB, (GA). 
 
Membership of Committee: We could use two additional active participants. Any suggestions on 
how we could gather new input are welcome as well as how we can contact the complete 
membership of the society. 
 
The new WOS poster was displayed at WOS meeting in Ohio.  Mistakes were discovered and 
the display was out of commission until they were fixed. The renovated display will be show at 
the meeting at Cornell. 
 
The membership chair regularly receives inquiries from members regarding the journal and the 
status of their membership.  Most of these are received via email. The rate of messages has 
increased with journal lateness. 
 Jim Ingold, Chair 
 
 
 

REPORT OF THE JOSSELYN VAN TYNE MEMORIAL LIBRARY COMMITTEE 
 
I am very pleased to submit this report of the activities at the Josselyn Van Tyne Memorial 
Library. 

The following happened over the past calendar year with respect to the library.  

Loans 

Loans of library materials to members included 80 transactions to 39 members.  These loans 
included 6 books, and 390 photocopied articles. 

Acquisition  
Exchanges: A total of 148 publications were received by exchange from 114 organizations or 
individuals.   

Gifts: We received 30 publications from 25 organizations. 

Subscriptions: We also received 35 publications from 29 subscriptions.  We spent a total of 
$585.52 on subscriptions in 2003. 

Donations: Members, friends, and libraries donated 477 items.  These donations included 3 
books, 354 journal issues, and 72 reprints, and 48 reports. 

Donors: The five members, friends and libraries donating materials include: Norbert Bahr, 
Charles Collins, Harold Hanson (via Tex Sordahl), The Peregrine Fund, and Jeffrey 
Spendelow. 

Purchases: New items purchased for $210.42 included 3 book, 1 pamphlet, and 10 journal 
volumes. 

Dispersal  
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Gifts to Other Institutions: A total of 124 journal issues were donated to Hawk Mountain 
Sanctuary library, 24 back issues of Wilson Bulletin to Norbert Bahr, 116 journal issues were 
donated to Point Reyes Conservation Science library, and 1 book was donated to Dr. E. O. 
Willis at UNESP in Brazil. 

Back Issues: We sent out 285 back issues of Wilson Bulletin for only the cost of postage. 

Duplicates: We sold 15 duplicate books and 53 duplicate journal issues for $577.00. 

Events 
Downsizing storage: Our storage area for back issues of Wilson Bulletin was changed last 
summer.  We now have room to store only about 50 to 75 copies of each issue.  We found 
ourselves overstocked on many issues, so before the move we disposed of and recycled many 
back issues, keeping a maximum of somewhere around the 50 to 75 copies of each.  We did 
not discover, until after the disposal, that Bridge to Asia (www.bridge.org), a charity run out 
of Chicago and San Francisco, will accept English language books and journals.  All we need 
to do is get them to Chicago and they will send them on to libraries in need in Asia.  If 
someone cannot drop off our donated materials in the future, then perhaps we can advertise 
in OSNA for donations to cover the postage.  

Accessibility on the Web 

Website: The website (http://www.ummz.lsa.umich.edu/birds/wos.html) continues to provide 
access to the library.  Journals currently received are listed on the site as well as how to 
access the University of Michigan’s on-line catalogue, which interested people can use to 
check holdings. 

Books for Sale: We have our duplicate books for sale listed on the website. 

Journals for Trade: Also listed on the web are the journals we have available for sale or 
trade.  

Hello’s, Good Bye’s and Thank You’s 

We hired a new secretary, Janet Bell, to replace Mary Jo Nemeth, who was our temporary 
secretary for two years.  We want to express our thanks to Mary Jo and say a hardy welcome 
to Janet Bell.   

My most heart felt thank you goes to THE most important person connected with the Library, 
Janet Hinshaw, who literally “runs the show” by making sure the library is kept up-to-date, and 
is incredibly helpful to members and friends wanting to use the library.  Janet not only makes my 
job quite easy, she makes my job possible. 

Terry L. Root, Chair 

 
 

REPORT OF THE UNDERGRADUATE OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 
This WOS Committee continues to maintain the Guide to Graduate Programs in Ornithology on 
the WOS web site.  Occasional e-mails from users indicate the guide is a valuable resource for 
students contemplating graduate study in ornithology.  
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Herb Wilson, Chair  
 
 

The Committee on the Scientific Program, which included William E. Davis, Jr., Erica 
Dunn, Eduardo Inigo-Elias, Linda Minde, Laura Stenzler, James Rising, Ken Rosenberg, and 
Scott Sutcliffe, presented the following program of paper and poster sessions. 
 

PAPER SESSIONS 
John Anderson, College of the Atlantic, Bar Harbor, ME, Alan Mainwaring, Robert Szewczyk 

and David Culler, University of California at Berkeley, Berkeley, CA, “Microhabitat 
monitoring in Leach’s Storm Petrels.”   

David R. Barber and Keith L. Bildstein, Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, Kempton, PA, “Patterns in 
the geographic range sizes of New World Falconiformes.”   

David Bonter, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, and Elizabeth W. Brooks, Braddock Bay 
Bird Observatory, Rochester, NY, “Are elevated mist nets required to adequately sample 
the avian community at a migration stopover site?”   

Kimberly S. Bostwick, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, “High-speed video of wing-sound 
production in two species of manakins (Aves: Pipridae).”   

Patricia L. R. Brennan, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, “Home range of male and female Great 
Tinamous in a lowland tropical forest.” 

John N. Brzorad, Forsyth College, Winston-Salem, NC, Alan D. Maccarone,  Friends University, 
Wichita, KS and Kevin J. Conley, Forsyth College, Winston-Salem, NC, “Foraging 
energetics of  Great and Snowy Egrets during the breeding season.”   

Anne B. Clark, Binghamton University, Binghamton, NY, Kevin J. McGowan, Cornell 
Laboratory of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, Douglas A. Robinson, Jr. and Rebecca Serrell,  
Binghamton University, Binghamton, NY, “Patterns of mortality from West Nile Virus in 
a marked population of American Crows in Ithaca, Tompkins Co., New York, 2002-
2003.”   

William S. Clark,  Harlingen, TX, “Wave molt of the primaries in Acciptrid raptors, and its use 
in ageing immatures.”   

William S. Clark, Harlingen, TX, and Christopher C. Witt, Louisiana State University, Baton 
Rouge, LA, “First known specimen of a hybrid Buteo: Swainson’s Hawk X Rough-
legged Hawk from Louisiana.”   

John Confer, Ithaca College, Ithaca, NY, “A shrub is not just a little bush: a review.”   
Caren B. Cooper and Harold Mills, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, “The sound of 

incubation rhythms and bluebirds.”   
Kimberly Corwin, NYS DEC, Albany, NY and Valerie Freer, Atlas Steering Committee, 

Ellenville, NY, “New York State’s second Breeding Bird Atlas.” 
John Dunning Jr., Alexandra Houston, Kathryn Lester, and Dan Scheiman, Purdue University, 

West Lafayette, IN, “Hoosier National Forest bird population trends: preliminary 
analyses.”   

Cristina R. Faustino, and Evan G. Cooch, Cornell Univ., Ithaca, NY, “Mycoplasmal 
conjunctivitis in wild House Finches: population structure, movement, and seasonal 
disease dynamics.” 

Peter T. Fauth, Hartwick College, Oneonta, NY, “Short-term demography of the Veery in south-
central New York.”   
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Carol R. Foss and Pamela D. Hunt, Audubon Society of New Hampshire, Concord, NH, “Avian 
community patterns in a northern New England urbanizing landcape.”   

Margaret S. Friar, University at Albany, Albany, NY and Ian C.T. Nisbet, I.C.T. Nisbet and 
Company, North Falmouth, MA, “Adoption in Common Terns: benefits to the donor 
brood.”   
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Richard J. Baker, MN DNR, St. Paul, MN, and Jody G. Millar, US Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Rock Island, IL, “Bald Eagle nesting habitat use and responses to human 
presence in Minnesota.” 
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James S. Kellam, Ithaca College, Ithaca, NY, “Predation risk, starvation risk, and radio 
transmitters in Downy Woodpeckers.”   
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University, Ithaca, NY, “Avian Community Composition in Isolated Forest Fragments: a 
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College, Buffalo, NY, “Can assemblages of migrating birds be detected using SHEBI 
analysis?” 

Shannon Ehlers, University of Akron, Akron, OH, “Associations, dispersal, and habitat 
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warblers during non-migratory periods.” 

Shari Gross and E. Dale Kennedy, Albion College, Albion MI, “Do male House Wrens sing the 
same songs year to year?”   

Ralph S. Hames and JAMES D. LOWE, Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, 
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between haemoparasites and mycoplasmal conjunctivitis?”   

Richard Kostecke, Scott Summers, and David Cimprich, The Nature Conservancy of Texas, Fort 
Hood, TX, and Gilbert Eckrich and John Cornelius, Directorate of Public Works, Fort 



Wilson Ornithological Society Proceedings, 2004 page 17 of 19 
 

Hood, TX, “Effect of cowbird removal on Black-capped Vireo nest success and 
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comparison of the three-minute point count and the five-minute point count.” 

Jeffrey A. Spendelow, Jim D. Nichols, William L.Kendall, James E. Hines, and Jeff S. Hatfield, 
USGS Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, Laurel, MD,  and Ian C.T. Nisbet, I.C.T. 
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MARYLAND: Annapolis, Joseph Jehl; Chestertown, Walter Ellison; Chevy Chase, Ellen Paul; 
College Park, Bernad Lohr, Sarah Wakamiyg; Laurel, Mary Gustafson, Anna Ott, 
Chandler Robbins, Jeff Spendelow, Mark Wimer; Towson, Erica Escamilla, Tory 
Johnson; Trappe, Paul Spitzer. 
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